
Lesson Plan 1: Exploring Our Revision Processes 
 
Background:  
This lesson would be best suited for a classroom where students are just beginning to talk about 
revision. It may work best to have students work in established workshop groups on the group-based 
tasks, and it would fit best in the curriculum during a period when students are revising a paper for the 
course. The readings for this lesson plan come from a student on the website, Mike, who revised his 
narrative argument essay for his composition course.  
 
Goals of the Lesson: 
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

1. Distinguish between structural revisions of a text and linguistic/editing-based revisions of a text. 
2. Talk and write critically and metacognitively about their own revision processes. 
3. Identify aspects of their revisions processes that work well for them or that hinder their revision 

processes. 
 
You Will Need: 

• Copies of the readings: Mike’s first and final drafts of his narrative argument, “Summer Lax’n 
Had Me a Blast, Summer Lax’n Happens So Fast” 

• Differently-colored highlighters for student use during the group portion of the lesson plan 
 
Lesson Sequence: 
 
The night before, assign Mike’s first and final drafts of his essay, “Summer Lax’n…” Students should read 
the two versions of Mike’s paper and note major changes they see that Mike made in preparation for 
class discussion. You might also point them to the website, where they can listen to Mike talk about this 
paper.  

Here’s a link to Mike talking about how to get started writing: 
http://melo3drevisionproject.wordpress.com/for-students/what-are-the-steps-to-revision/how-
do-i-get-started-writing/  
And another link to Mike talking about what he prioritizes when he’s writing: 
http://melo3drevisionproject.wordpress.com/for-students/what-are-the-steps-to-
revision/what-should-i-prioritize/ 

 
5 minutes Freewrite 

Students freewrite in response to the following prompt for the first five minutes of class: 
“Choose one change that you saw Mike make in his paper and try to give this change a 
name. What type of change is it? Why would you categorize it in this way?” 

 
15 minutes Pair/Share and Types of Revisions Discussion 

Students turn to a neighbor and share the change that they notice and their label/name 
for the change. Then, the instructor opens up the conversation to the whole class. What 
types of changes did students notice? The teacher should take notes on the board or on 
a projector as students talk. Generate a class list of the different types of changes 
everyone noticed. Then, brainstorm as a class – are there other types of changes we 
make in revision? Here are a few questions the teacher might use to move this 
discussion along: 

http://melo3drevisionproject.wordpress.com/for-students/what-are-the-steps-to-revision/how-do-i-get-started-writing/
http://melo3drevisionproject.wordpress.com/for-students/what-are-the-steps-to-revision/how-do-i-get-started-writing/
http://melo3drevisionproject.wordpress.com/for-students/what-are-the-steps-to-revision/what-should-i-prioritize/
http://melo3drevisionproject.wordpress.com/for-students/what-are-the-steps-to-revision/what-should-i-prioritize/


• What types of changes did you notice? How are these changes different from 
one another or similar to one another? 

• Which changes do you think Mike made first, and why? 
• What other types of changes do writers make to their writing? Maybe think 

about your own papers – have you made types of changes that you don’t see 
Mike making here?  

• Why do you think Mike made some of these changes? Which of these changes 
are for the better? Are any changes detrimental to the essay? Why or why not? 

• Let’s imagine categories for types of revisions. These might be a little artificial, 
but it helps to consider what changes might be available to you when revising. 
(Note to teacher: try to make sure students mention and distinguish changes to 
things like structure of a text, argument, and language, in particular) 

 
20 minutes Workshop Groups: Getting Into the Text 

Now it’s time for students to really dive into Mike’s text. With highlighters, have 
students assign color codes to the different types of revisions you have outlined as a 
class on the board. Then, in groups, students should go into Mike’s text and find 
examples of each type of revision, if they can. About ten minutes into the activity, the 
instructor should go around and assign each group a particular type of revision to 
present to the class. Each group will: 

1. Define the type of revision. 
2. Give an example of that type of revision at work in Mike’s paper. 
3. Evaluate the effectiveness of Mike’s use of that type of revision.  
4. If students can’t find an example of their revision type in Mike’s paper, then ask 

them to point to a place where Mike could have used that revision strategy in 
his work and to talk about why they think he didn’t make that decision.  

 
10 minutes Applying Types of Revision to Students’ Writing 
  Hopefully, students are working on a piece of writing that they have brought to class  

with them. Here, have students turn to their own piece of writing – or trade essays with 
members of their workshop groups – and look for potential areas for revision. These can 
be places where the student feels his/her argument isn’t coming together, places where 
the student needs to reorder paragraphs, etc. Students should go through and find not 
only places where they want to revise, but places where they want to make certain 
“types of revisions,” such as structural or content-based revisions. Encourage students 
to mark up their papers using the language you have generated as a class. Students 
might turn these markups in with their final drafts as evidence of their metacognitive 
thinking. 

 
1-2 minutes Wrap-Up 

Before students leave, the instructor should mention that even though we assigned 
categories to the “types of revision,” they often overlap or you can find many types of 
revision in a single area of a piece. Students should think about what kinds of revisions 
come naturally for them and what kinds of revisions they’re less likely to make, and 
why, in their own writing.  


