
 

Narratives Arguments and Discourse Communities 

 

Introduction 
As individuals, we are all members of discourse communities. These are communities of people with whom you share a common 

language and a common way of knowing the world that comes out in the words you use, the things you write, and the texts you read. 

We have discourse communities at school and at home. We have entered and exited them as we have moved through the various 

stages of our lives. At any one time, we belong to multiple discourse communities and we move fluidly within and among them. This 

assignment will ask you to think critically about things that you normally take for granted. It will require introspection and reflection 

as well as analysis and synthesis as you analyze your experiences in order to say something about your participation in a discourse 

community. 

 

Topic/Argument 
For this paper, you will choose one discourse community to which you belong and analyze your role within that community using 

narrative snapshots (or a single incident) to create an argument. The discourse community you choose to analyze could be home-

based, work-based, or school-based, or some combination (for example, I am a teacher and so is my mom, so discourse communities 

often cross boundaries for me). You should aim to create an argument about your discourse community and your role within it. Here 

are a few questions to get you started as you think about what you might want to argue: 

- Are there conflicts within your discourse community about the language that is used or accepted? 

- Is your discourse community exclusive or inclusive? What impact does this have on the community and its members? 

- Is your discourse community stable or constantly in flux? What does this tell you about the community? 

- What was your experience with joining the community (if you can remember it)? What did that experience tell you about 

yourself or about the community? 

- What is your attitude towards the community? Has that attitude changed over time? 

There are many more questions you might ask yourself, and no narrative will be able to address all of these questions; these are simply 

meant to help you begin thinking about your discourse community more critically than you might have otherwise. 

 

Requirements: Written Component 
Your final paper must: 

 total 6-8 pages of double-spaced, polished prose in MLA format (1-inch margins, Times New Roman 12-pt. font) 

 define and adequately describe a discourse community of the writer’s choosing 

 experiment with and utilize narration to introduce, support, and/or explain an argument about a discourse community 

 adhere to MLA guidelines when quoting and/or referencing other writers 

 

Evaluation Guidelines: 
Effective papers will use personal experience in the form of narrative to introduce, explain, or support an argument of the writer’s 

choosing. These papers will use creative language to create emotional and ethical appeals to the audience (ethos and pathos), and will 

use specific support in the form of observation or research to create logical appeals for the audience (logos). Effective arguments will 

be organically connected to the narrative using the writer’s specific style/tone of prose and will not be immediately obvious (or 

ludicrous) to the reader. These arguments will be explained in an organized way which guides the reader through the narrative and 

argument using paragraphs and varied sentence structures. Effective papers will illustrate correct and appropriate use of language, be it 

Standard English or another form of English (though if straying from Standard English, the writer should be sure to have a rhetorical 

reason to do so). 

 

A Note on Narrative 
In your experiences as writers, you have probably been asked to write about something memorable that happened to you, something 

that impacted you, or someone/something/somewhere who/that meant something significant to you. These assignments had, at their 

core, a reliance on narrative voice, but what did they ultimately achieve or argue? In academic, purpose-driven writing, narrative can 

be a powerful tool when carefully wielded – many cultures (including United States cultures) use narrative to record history, create 

personal connections, and establish hierarchies among members of a community. In academic writing, writers use narrative to 

establish a connection with the audience or to communicate strong relationships with their research and their arguments. That 

academic writing rejects narrative entirely is a common misconception – as you will see in some of the academic writing we will read 

for this paper, this is not universally true. Even in academic writing which is not consciously “narrative” in nature, a “story” can often 

be found within the language of academic texts. Narrative can be a valuable tool for writers in all disciplines, and this assignment will 

allow you to experiment with narrative in order to communicate an argument of your own creation. 

 

Due Dates 
_______________:  4-5 Pages of Paper 2 Draft due to Instructor and to Workshop Groups (UNLESS you are being  

workshopped on 10/24, in which case you need to email full draft to the class by 1pm) 

_______________:  Paper 2 Final due to Instructor’s inbox before 1pm 


